
Congratulations to the Spring 2018 Advancing the Arts Grant Recipients! 
 
In the past decade, Arts Council of the Valley has awarded over $350,00 in grants to 
support community-based initiatives in the Harrisonburg and Rockingham area though its 
Advancing the Arts grant program. These funds are awarded to organizations, art 
educators, and artists working in the visual, performing, and literary arts to support the 
art that makes for a vibrant community. 
 
Advancing the Arts  grants are awarded in two categories: Arts for Education, provided to 
educators and educational organizations, and Creative Inspiration, allocated to artists. 
 

Art for Education Grants 
Creativity 3D: Keister Artists Build, W.H. Keister Elementary School Visual Arts, Mary 
Yoder-Anderson, $800  

● Mary Yoder-Anderson is an art teacher at Keister Elementary School with the 
following goal: to provide students with materials that would allow her to 
implement a choice-based model in her classroom. Non-consumable items are 
necessary for this model of instruction. These stations would allow students to 
use 3D manipulatives in order to explore 3D design. Keister will be displaying 
work from students on the second floor of the Explore More Museum for the 
month of June. The work will document the processes of students building 3D 
designs. In coordination with the artwork on display, the museum will be hosting a 
First Friday Free program, “Structures and Sculptures,” on June 1. 

 

Creative Inspiration Grants 
Art Meets History and Science, Virginia Quilt Museum, Barbara Roadcap, $800 

● Barbara Roadcap, a long-standing member of Rockingham County and a former 
Board Member of the Virginia Quilt Museum, has created a project that will 
educate the general public about quilts as an art form and as social and cultural 
statements. This program will reach a wide-ranging population, in an art setting, 
using a casual family-oriented format. Roadcap’s program will not only reinforce 
the art of quilting but will also teach about the history of our nation. 

 
Story-Gathering with Our Neighbors, Stories in Three Mediums, Inside Out Theatre, Heidi 
Winters Vogel, $1000 

● Heidi Vogel, the operating Head of the Playback Theatre group, has done 
workshops all over Virginia and beyond, which help the voiceless in our society 
speak to each other and to the societies in which they function. Story-Gathering 



with our Neighbors, Stories in Three Mediums will provide a place for these 
stories to be shared and seen by others in a new and creative way. This program 
will also provide a new lens for participants to look at their own story as well as 
hearing others from a fresh perspective. 

 


